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James Ta te
T h e  D o c u m e n ta ry  
W e  W e r e  M a k in g
T h e  c h i l d r e n  ate ba t te re d  f ish w edges  
and th e n  s ta r ted  to  s w im  a roun d  
a k i n d  o f  is land w h i c h  t u rn e d  ou t  to  be 
th e  D o w a g e r  Empress o f  Ch ina .
Several o f  t h e m  w e r e  s p i t t i n g  up
and tu rn e d  pale and soon faded f r o m  v i e w
r e n d e r i n g  th e  s tudy  in c o m p le t e  and fa thomless .
No one  was even a l lo w e d  to  speak t h e i r  names 
fo r  m o re  th a n  a thousand  years.
And  th e n  one  f i n e  m o r n i n g  th e  D o w a g e r  hersel f ,  
s i p p in g  tea, reca l led  those c o c k a m a m ie  days, 
and i t made h e r  s m i le  to  see those ba t te re d  
f ish w edges  aga in ,  ba re ly  ab le  to  s w im ,  
and yet  s u r p r i s i n g l y  f i t  and handsome.
T h e y  w e r e  ready  to  ta lk  abou t  w h a t  h i s t o r y
had m isund e rs too d ,  h o w  some o f  those
l i t t l e  f o lk  had t u r n e d  ou t  m u c h  b e t t e r
than  a n y o n e  cou ld  have e x p e c te d ,  e s ta b l i s h in g
th e  D ix o n  T i c o n d e ro g a  p e n c i l  f a c to ry
in 1388 or some such year, and going on
to  becom e deans o f  i n d u s t r y  and ra is in g
e n o rm o u s  fa m i l i e s  in t h e  r e m o te  Pac i f ic  w i lde rness .
A p e n c i l  w r o t e  al l t h i s  d o w n  on i ts o w n .
I t  f o l l o w e d  h e r  e v e r y w h e r e  fo r  days and 
it  neve r  s topped t a k i n g  notes.
C u t B a n k
O ne  d ay  w h e n  she w as v e r y  o ld  
she w a lk e d  to  th e  e d g e  o f  h e r  b a lc o n y  
and  b i t  th e  head  o f f  o f  a p a ss ing  b u t t e r f l y .  
A los t t r i b e  w o k e  u n d e r  a p ic n ic  tab le ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  th a t  a seque l was s t i l l  poss ib le .
72 C u t B a n k
